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This Study Guide serves as reference material for
delegates participating in the OPMUN 2019 Crisis
Committee. It contains essential information
regarding the simulation which will aid delegates in
understanding the simulation. The reader should note
that certain events, individuals, and entities have
been created by the team for the purposes of the
crisis simulation and are purely fictional. Real events,
existent individuals and actual entities will be cited
where mentioned. Due to the futuristic nature of this

crisis simulation, this study guide will serve as the
sole reference material for information regarding the
development of events from current day until the
start date of the simulation. Should materials before
the start date of 12 December 2119 be cited in any
part of this Study Guide, they should only be treated
as background information to aid delegates in
understanding certain aspects of the issue through a
more relatable and easily-accessible lens.

Preface



 

 

Welcome to the OPMUN 2019’s Crisis Committee. As a delegate, you will be placed in the
shoes of national leaders and policy-makers to navigate an unfamiliar scenario: a futuristic
Singapore. As politicians, you will be tasked with exploring how race and religion impacts the
development of a nation, and experience how societal divides and ideological conflicts can
shape a society.  In line with Onepeople.sg’s vision, here at OPMUN, we aim to facilitate
academic discussion about issues concerning race and religion. We want everyone to leave
with a greater understanding of these issues by allowing different perspectives to be voiced,
and for this to be possible, we would like to lay out some ground rules:
 

Be sensitive and tactful throughout discussions, take your role as a delegate responsibly
and understand the sensitive nature of the topics being discussed. Strive to respect one
another in your interactions over the course of this conference.
Be open to ideas and different perspectives, show empathy in understanding the issue. Do
not merely dismiss what other delegates have to say, rather, try to understand the
perspectives of others – not just in spite of the differences, but because of the very fact
that they are different.
Be engaged in an academic manner, represent your assigned portfolio to the best of your
abilities. This is crucial to bringing out the depth of our discussion and providing the best
experience possible for everyone involved. 

 
With this in mind, we hope that delegates will approach our crisis simulation with an open
mind and an open heart. To guide your discussion, the team poses a few central questions for
your consideration: 
 

How should nations navigate the challenges faced in building a harmonious society? What
are some of these challenges? Why is it important to tackle these challenges?

 
Additionally, we know that some of your may not have the time to read this Study Guide in
its entirety although we strongly encourage you to for the optimal experience. As such, we
have provided italicised portions (such as this one) which serve as brief overviews of the
essential information you will need to know – TL;DRs, if you will. Most importantly:
remember to have fun. 
 
Wishing you the best of luck,
The OPMUN 2019 Crisis Team
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Letter to Delegates



 

It is 12 December 2119 AD. Almost a century of socioeconomic plight exacerbated by climate change and
an ageing population has depleted the nation’s resources and crippled the economy. In the face of these
perils, the fault lines in our society cracked wide open. Our fragile social fabric, built upon multicultural
values stressed by our forefathers, crumbled into pieces. Tensions flared as mutual distrust festered – the
pre-existing tensions between racial groups and religions underpinning our diverse society were
exacerbated and manifested in the form of our worst nightmare. In the face of these tensions, a loud voice
emerged – a new ideology which called for the separation of racial groups into individual clusters:
Sectionalism. With nowhere to turn to, the masses flocked to this new ideology under the banner of the
newly established Nationalist Party, who, with this newfound support, rose up to challenge traditionally-
dominant parties. 
 
Nevertheless, multicultural voices remained strong. But the conflict did not end there: a military coup
backed by multicultural “Unionists” which attempted to overthrow the new Sectionalist government
resulted in the eruption of a Civil War. Although the war has since ended with a peace treaty calling for
free and fair elections to determine the future of the nation, the ideological conflict and racial tensions
which sparked everything to begin with have not died down. The country remains battered and deeply
divided, and major disagreements over what ideology to adopt – sectionalist or multicultural – still exist,
and neither camp has a clear edge over the other.
 
A light is breaking over the horizon. As the leaders of a new Singapore, the direction in which our country
is headed must be decided by you. You must strive to uphold the interests of your community and your
people, and to this end, the questions which you must consider are numerous: what ideals should the
country aspire to – one of multicultural unity or one of segregated sectionalism? How will race and
religion affect the rebuilding of a nation? What will a new Singapore be defined by? The answers to these
questions will determine the ultimate fate of our nation, which involves the process of understanding
multifarious viewpoints and reconciling contrasting perspectives.
 
In this period of uncertainty and instability, the onus is on you to fight for the policies and ideals that you
believe in and build a new Singapore of your envisioning. Our future lies in your hands.
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The contemporary history of Singapore leading up to 2119 can be divided into three main phases:
The emergence of a new ideology, “Sectionalism”, which called for the minimisation of interaction between racial and
religious groups. Such an ideology was championed by a new political party, the Nationalists, which led a minority
government after the 2111 General Elections.
The Civil War of 2111, which saw the country being split between two opposing governments: Unionists who supported
multiculturalism, and Sectionalists (comprised mainly of Nationalist Party members) who did not. It ended with a
stalemate and ceasefire in 2119.
The Batam Accords, signed in 2119 by both Unionists and Sectionalists. It called for free and fair elections to a new
Legislature, which would codify new laws for the country.
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A BRIEF TIMELINE OF SINGAPORE'S HISTORY, 2019-2119

 

 

 

Background History: The Origins of Tensions

2019 - 2065
 
 
 
9th August 2065
 
2070 - 2072
 
2072 - 2100
 
 
2100 - 2102
 
 
3 June 2107
 
23 October  2111
 
11 November 2111 
11 November 2111-
 
10 December 2119
 
10 December 2119

Continued rule by the People’s Action Party. 
 
Rising sea levels, changes to global economies and a continued fragmentation of
societies worldwide put continued pressure on Singaporeans to innovate and
maintain relevance.
 
Singapore’s Centenary (100th Year of Independent Rule)
 
Swap to 6th Generation Leadership in Singapore. Leadership takes on an incredibly
liberal and progressive nature, and renames the People’s Action Party to the
Progressive Party in order to discard the authoritarian nature of its founders.
 
6th Generation of Leadership of Singapore. Tensions begin to rise higher than ever in
Singapore. People begin to openly distrust each other on the streets. IPS-OPSG
Survey of 2095  lists distrust percentages up in the high 80s to 90s against people of
different races.
 
Swap to 7th Generation Leadership in Singapore.Yeo Lin Bok elected as Leader of the
Progressive Party and subsequent Prime Minister of Singapore. Singapore’s
government experiences an extreme public debt for the first time in history.
Progressive shift their stances towards more conservative measures and begins
austerity measures to curb government debt.
 
Founding of the Nationalist Party by Lee Li Lin.
 
2111 General Elections. Resulted in a hung Parliament with a Nationalist Party
minority government.
 
11.11.11 Coup. Certain factions of the military, unhappy with the policy direction of
the new Nationalist Government, launches Singapore’s first military coup against a
democratically elected government. However, both the public and the military is
deeply divided.Prime Minister-elect Lee Li Lin denounces the coup attempt, and
urges her supporters as well as military loyalists to launch a counter coup.
 
The Civil War
 
Signing of the Batam Accords. Ceasefire and Reunification Declared.Country-wide
elections to be held in a month from the signing of the Accords.



The year was 2100, as a result of climate change and population issues faced by Singapore, resources had become
increasingly scarce, with multiple communities needing to share their limited resources, exacerbating the divide between
high-income and low-income earners and their quality of life. This fuelled tension on the ground, where society began to
break along racial lines, with lower-income Singaporeans taking on an increasingly anti-immigration and anti-
multiculturalism stance, believing that the longstanding liberal stance towards immigration, as espoused in the 2013 White
Paper on Population, was a drain on Singapore’s limited resources - that could well be used to provide to native
Singaporeans first. It was through this lack of resource on the socioeconomic level that led to the divide between how
Singaporeans believed the country should be run, especially with the events happening over the next few years.
 
Moreover, growing discontent over the dilution of traditional beliefs and cultures by decades of multiculturalism made the
political landscape ever-so volatile, with leaders of the four racial groups unhappy over the lack of concrete government
action into the preservation of these traditional cultures. This is best exemplified with the discontinuation of public
celebrations for occasions like Deepavali and Hari Raya Puasa, with these dates losing its significance and marked only by a
public holiday that few truly see the importance of beyond a free government-mandated holiday.

FOUNDING OF THE NATIONALIST PARTY

Tapping into this discontent, a new party was formed. The Nationalist Party was founded on 3 June 2107 by Lee Li Lin, on a
policy platform espousing everything that went against the grain of Singapore’s core values since its independence in 1965,
pandering towards populism rather than pragmatism, and emphasising the separation of races to tackle both the problem of
a shortage of resources and the preservation and maintenance of culture and tradition happening within Singapore. The
Nationalists was able to capture the public’s imagination, with Lee Li Lin’s softer persona appealing to a large portion of
Singaporeans, all while pledging hardline state-sponsored segregationist policies with an extreme reduction on
immigration, to “protect the Singaporean way of life”. This trend worried the incumbent Progressive Party, the successor to
the People’s Action Party which ruled from Singapore’s independence, who had been maintaining the long-held status quo:
indoctrinating meritocracy as the state’s philosophy to race relations. This influenced the Progressives to take a more
conservative stance towards immigration, announcing tighter controls towards the granting of Work Passes and Permanent
Residentship towards foreigners, as well as pledging greater funding towards the promotion of traditional culture, in a bid to
consolidate support in the lead up to the 2111 General Elections. This, however, did little to boost the Progressive Party’s
standing in the polls, and by the time Parliament was dissolved, the Progressives were expected to be routed by the
Nationalists.

2111 GENERAL ELECTIONS

While the Nationalists did win a substantial number of seats – with a record swing of as high as 18% against the
Progressives in some constituencies – it was not the electoral success that most had imagined, with neither party winning a
majority in Parliament. The balance of power laid with independents and smaller third parties. With the electorate’s strong
desire for change, the independents threw their support behind a Nationalist minority government, and Lee Li Lin was
designated as Prime Minister-elect.On election night, Lee Li Lin made a highly charged victory speech, proclaiming an end
to the status quo, promising to introduce legislation to minimise interracial and interreligious mixing, quoting recent racial
tensions amongst the races in social settings, while promising to curtail the rights of Permanent Residents as well as
foreigners living in Singapore. This was widely condemned by Progressive Party politicians as well as the outgoing Prime
Minister, Yeo Lin Bok, who threatened to dissolve Parliament, citing the lack of a majority in Parliament - potentially
creating a constitutional crisis.

Act 1: The Rise of Sectionalism

1: National Population and Talent Division, Prime Minister’s Office, A Sustainable Population for a Dynamic Singapore: Population White Paper,
 (Singapore, 2013)
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Act 2: Civil War
 
 

11.11.11 COUP

However, before a political crisis could develop, the Chief of Defense Force, Lieutenant-General Irfan bin Zainudin,
launched   a coup against the Nationalist Government-elect, with the blessings of both the incumbent Progressive Party
government and Prime Minister Yeo Lin Bok. Declaring martial law and a curfew across the island, Lieutenant General Irfan
bin Zainudin justified his actions as preventing an outbreak of violence due to the divisive nature of the election campaign.
Prominent leaders of the Nationalist Party were placed under house arrest or military detention, though, Prime Minister-
elect Lee Li Lin received a tip-off and managed to flee just before military forces sought to arrest her.
 
However, this intervention was not widely popular amongst the rank-and-file of the conscripted Armed Forces, with opinion
being sharply divided between those who supported the coup and those who did not. Matters were made worse when Lee Li
Lin managed to make a speech calling on her supporters to resist military rule and for those in the military to engage in
open rebellion. This call was heeded by a large population of conscripted military personnel, escalating the coup into a full
fledged civil war.
 
By the Evening of 12 November 2119, widespread defections from both camps, gave the Unionists, who supported greater
unity between races, control over the Western and Eastern Parts of Singapore from their military bases, while the
Sectionalists, were firmly in control over the North and South of Singapore, from their rebel bases. Both sides claimed to be
the legitimate government of Singapore, with the sectionalist National Party led government declared itself the rightful
successor, claiming the title of the ‘Republic of Singapore’, while the unionist Progressive-Military led government adopted
‘Democratic Republic of Singapore’. Border skirmishes between these two warring factions occurred almost immediately
after the division of Singapore occurred, triggering the Singaporean Civil War.

THE MILITARY CAMPAIGN

As both sides sought to establish itself as the legitimate government, conflict became more intense between the warring
parties, with both sides utilising ground forces to forcefully take over each other’s territories, waging massive military
campaigns to gain air, land and naval superiority. However, the strength of both military forces were roughly equal, with
both the Singaporean Unionist Defense Force (SUDF) and the Singapore Sectionalist Army (SSA) having nearly identical
equipment and manpower, leading to various stalemates as neither side effectively gained ground and secured any decisive
victories beyond small land grabs near established camps. The Unionists held control of the coastal residential areas in the
East and West of Singapore, while the Sectionalists continued to hold control over the Central division between East and
West, effectively splitting the country into two.



Act 2: Civil War

4: The main organisation overseeing the believers of The Esoteric Order of Hotern (“the EOH”) activities, giving a crucial platform for them to converge and practise their faith.
5: A “Speaker” of Hotern is the official terminology for a widely recognised figure, who has made significant contributions to spreading the word of the religion and shares insights into the Sacred Scriptures to
believers.

 
 

SEPARATE RULE AND MINOR REBUILDING

Following the cessation of major armed conflict, both sides administered control in their respective regions and
implemented drastically different policies. Although an official armistice has been signed, this only entails a ceasefire –
without an official peace treaty, border skirmishes by insurgent groups continued and the peace within the island still faces
a significant threat. Due to the low levels of military threats in the country, relative peace and stability was high enough at
regions far away from the border, that the country began to rebuild.
 
Sectionalists
The Sectionalist National Party Government began instituting exactly what they had promised in their manifesto. Mixed-race
public assemblies had harsh restrictions placed upon them while the few remaining Permanent Residents (PRs) and
foreigners unlucky enough to remain with the Republic of Singapore were heavily persecuted, being subjected to incredibly
harsh restrictions on their personal freedoms and had started being forced out of the country through whatever means the
sectionalists could find, often ending in the deaths of those being deported.
 
The Sectionalists implemented the system of racial units within their territory, in line with the campaign promises they had
made. Each race clumped together in separate and segregated neighbourhoods, known as racial units -- for example, the
Chinese established themselves in the Central Business District, and the Malays entrenched themselves in the Woodlands-
Punggol region. These are merely examples: more racial units of different races, as well as additional racial units for the
Chinese and Malays exist.
 
Racial units are internally organised and governed in various ways. Some have democratic and representative structures of
decision making, others top-down ones. Each racial unit has through their own political process appointed a leader. The
leaders of the racial units collectively set defence and foreign policy for the Sectionalists in a joint council — itself a weird
subversion of Sectionalist principles, but something they have come to accept given wartime necessities.
 
The Sectionalists were able to cling to power through deft use of propaganda to win the hearts and minds of those in the
territories they controlled, as well as instigate occasional rioting in Unionist territories. However, the Nationalists saw less
success with their segregationist policies, both as a result of the war and the long standing policies of ethnic integration.
Even as the Nationalist Government sought to enforce racial segregation, promulgating racial ‘homelands’ for the Chinese,
Malays and Indians, these were not well recieved, and with Lee Li Lin reluctance to use force, these ‘homelands’ did not see
much success.
 
Unionists
Unionist leaders continued with an inclusive and multicultural policy, which boosted their population with a number of
Sectionalist refugees. This placed great strain on infrastructure and lead to a drop in standard of living for many. They
continued with the practice of openness and inclusivity to all, treating foreigners and PRs as equals to Singaporeans. This
policy meant that those who were not forced to leave sectionalist-controlled territory through northern and southern waters
made their way to unionist-controlled territories, skirting around and between the border skirmishes that took place during
this period of unrest. One group was, and remains, especially well off: the Chinese. 
 
Having seized control of both the Changi Airport and the Tuas/Jurong area in the early stages of the conflict, many Chinese
are employed by these industries and others still reap the profit of them, while those of other races suffer. Misery and
poverty proliferate under an economy that works only for the Chinese, discontent has found fertile room to fester in Unionist
areas. Any effort by the people to speak out has been shot down by leaders overwary of a Sectionalist plot. As the leaders
say, any criticism of the Chinese poses a threat to the Union’s multiculturalism — the one thing that has allowed it to
survive.

 

 



Act 3: The Batam Accords
 
 

CEASEFIRE AND RESOLUTION

By 2119, after a decade of fighting a civil war, both the Unionists and Sectionalists had become war-weary and resource
strained after a long drawn conflict. Military forces on both sides of the divide were crippled, with neither side having the
capability nor the intent to launch any other major campaign. Fuel and troops had been depleted to critical levels, and
although rationing and conscription was adopted by both governments, general antipathy towards the continuation of the
war meant that there was little both sides could do, other than through dialogue and negotiation.

THE BATAM ACCORDS

The two most prominent figures of the war, Yeo Lin Bok and Lee Li Lin, who were also the leaders of the moderate factions
of both the Unionists and Sectionalists, had begun secret negotiations in late 2117, with these talks culminating in the
Batam Accords, where the Government of the Republic of Singapore and the Democratic Republic of Singapore agreed to a
permanent ceasefire and the complete reunification of the country. While unhappy with the decision of the moderate
factions to seek a compromise to the conflict, the radicals of both governments decided to abide by the Accords, so long as
their ideological and personal interests were protected.On December 20, 2119, the Batam Accords established an Executive
Council, led by a neutral Prime Minister: Lee Kwok Boon, to administer rule over a re-unified country as well as pass
legislative policies to shape the future of the nation. The accords also instituted a transitional period of 1 month, with
elections for the aforementioned Executive Council to be held on 10 January 2120. 
 
During this transitional period, the respective governments are to rule their separate regions independently, although the
country would be, in all other aspects, essentially re-unified.    The accords also codified an agreement to carry over all
functions of government – administrative, legislative, and executive – from the period before the 2111 elections. This
means that all political functions of the country remain largely the same as they were a century ago (all political structures
and institutions, including the Constitution, have barely changed). 
 
However, this is subject to change by the new Executive Council. For all intents and purposes, the Executive Council serves
as both the executive and legislative arms of the government (the judiciary still functions separately in the form of the
Supreme Court and the administrative branch is helmed by the independent civil sector). Members of the Executive Council
are thus able to exercise executive control and pass legislation unilaterally.



 

 

Current Scenario: Rebuilding the Nation
“It is no dream to live in a house / with blown out windows and molting snakes.”

 
The Civil War devastated many parts of Singapore: it would not be uncommon to find the streets lined with debris where the
old frontlines were. But it would be wrong to assume that the entirety of Singapore had been reduced to rubble. As the
fighting slowed to a trickle in the last few years of the war, rebuilding efforts outpaced the destruction, and Singapore has
hence been lucky enough to maintain functional basic infrastructure: most of the housing, transport and utilities systems
still exist, albeit in worn down states due to a lack of maintenance by the governments.

(top left clockwise) 1. Buildings along the old frontlines, 2. HDBs, 3. Singapore CBD, 4. MRT system.

While the physical rebuilding of the nation has been remarkable, Singapore’s social rebuilding remains for the most part undone.
The civil sector continued running throughout the war years — a testament to the strength of Singapore’s public institutions, many
of which like the Land Transport Authority (LTA) and the Singapore Civil Defence Force (SCDF) still exist today. But the rebuilding
that is needed goes above and beyond what such institutions can do.What is needed is a social rebuilding. Social issues — most
crucially race — threaten to divide the population and plunge the nation back into war. Citizens have a broad variety of ideas on
how to resolve racial tensions. Some want multiculturalism, others want to minimise the chances for open conflict by segregating
the races. Yet others want an assimilationist policy, where minority groups are forced to embrace the way of life of the Chinese,
which remains the dominant race. How then will these differences be settled? 
 
The Batam Accords (see: page xx) laid out the solution: through elections on 10 January 2120. These elections will select
representatives for the new Executive Council, the body that will write laws and decrees to determine Singapore’s policies, racial
or otherwise, as well as administer control over the country in this transitional period. The prospect of having so large an influence
on the course of the country has led to many political aspirants. They campaign tirelessly for the votes of the people through their
speeches and their actions. While Election Day approaches, wartime boundaries remain.

Red: Republic of Singapore (Sectionalist-held areas)
Blue:  Democratic Republic of Singapore (Unionist-controlled areas)

2

2: All demographics in 2119, including racial and religious demographics, are relatively unchanged from 2019 unless otherwise stated. For example, if 76% of Singaporeans were Chinese in
2019, you may assume that ~76% of the Singaporean population is Chinese in 2119.



Act 3: The Batam Accords

 

 

Each side carved out territories for themselves during the war, and at least until the elections occur, they retain control over
these territories.Sectionalists hold power in the north and south, and have seized control of major civil installations, like
radio, press, the ports along Singapore's southern shoreline, and the Central Business District. This has facilitated a certain
amount of capability when it comes to transport, trade and propaganda. The Sectionalists govern their territories through
the Transitional Administration of the Republic of Singapore.Meanwhile, the Unionists have established themselves in the
east and west. Undoubtedly the richer party, they hold critical infrastructure like Changi Airport, and key agricultural and
industrial areas in Lim Chu Kang and the Jurong-Tuas Complex. The Unionists rule through the Transitional Administration
of the Democratic Republic of Singapore.

ECONOMY

Singapore’s economy is in ruins after the war. The destruction of infrastructure brought on the collapse of many industries
and unstable conditions drove away most foreign investments, leaving citizens with very few economic opportunities. This
means that the manufacturing, service and financial sectors of the economy, which were previously the largest sources of
revenue for the country are now in shambles. Furthermore, trade is now also almost non-existent and the Singapore dollar is
inflated to the point where the country can no longer import essentials. 
 
Many of the affluent and educated families have also fled Singapore to escape the civil war and as education was severely
disrupted during the course of the war, the number of educated and skilled labour remains limited. At the same time, there
have been increasing economic disparity between the different races as the Chinese control the majority of the businesses in
Singapore, allowing them to entrench the socio-economic differences between the races. However, the civil service has still
remained intact, along with previously established institutions like the Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS) and the
Economic Development Board (EDB). While government investment boards like the Government of Singapore Investment
Corporation (GIC) and Temasek Holdings still do exist, they have been rendered largely ineffective as they no longer have
sufficient capital to ensure returns. The global economy is largely unchanged, with the two dominant economic superpowers
still being the United States and China. 
 
However, the countries surrounding Singapore, like Indonesia and Thailand have seen great economic growth during the
past years, making them formidable economic hubs in the Southeast Asian region. Singapore was largely cut off from the
global economy during the war and has not yet rebuilt substantial economic relations with foreign nations. No foreign aid is
being provided to Singapore at the moment.

 

 

 
 

 

TECHNOLOGY AND INFRASTRUCTURE

Technological development drastically slowed down between 2019 and 2119. In light of the climate crisis, research and
development resources were rapidly channeled away from commercial products and towards developing sustainable energy
and carbon absorption technology. The combined effects of these mean that climate change is a thing of the past.The
impact of technological advancements on the ordinary person has, however, been insignificant. 
 
The only change of note is that power generation from fossil fuels have been phased out completely: Singapore now relies
entirely on solar and hydro energy.The major improvement that occurred was in food production technology. In response to
increasing temperatures and more frequent disasters, scientists developed fertilisers and new genetically modified crops
that triggered a second Green Revolution of sorts. These can be grown with minimal space and little to no sunlight, and
were a major reason why Singapore could keep her population sustained through the war despite the limited land area she
has.



Central Concepts
 

 

CLASS DIVIDE

Singapore’s economy is in ruins after the war. The destruction of infrastructure brought on the collapse of many industries
and unstable conditions drove away most foreign investments, leaving citizens with very few economic opportunities. This
means that the manufacturing, service and financial sectors of the economy, which were previously the largest sources of
revenue for the country are now in shambles. Furthermore, trade is now also almost non-existent and the Singapore dollar is
inflated to the point where the country can no longer import essentials. 
 
Many of the affluent and educated families have also fled Singapore to escape the civil war and as education was severely
disrupted during the course of the war, the number of educated and skilled labour remains limited. At the same time, there
have been increasing economic disparity between the different races as the Chinese control the majority of the businesses in
Singapore, allowing them to entrench the socio-economic differences between the races. However, the civil service has still
remained intact, along with previously established institutions like the Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS) and the
Economic Development Board (EDB). While government investment boards like the Government of Singapore Investment
Corporation (GIC) and Temasek Holdings still do exist, they have been rendered largely ineffective as they no longer have
sufficient capital to ensure returns. The global economy is largely unchanged, with the two dominant economic superpowers
still being the United States and China. 
 
However, the countries surrounding Singapore, like Indonesia and Thailand have seen great economic growth during the
past years, making them formidable economic hubs in the Southeast Asian region. Singapore was largely cut off from the
global economy during the war and has not yet rebuilt substantial economic relations with foreign nations. No foreign aid is
being provided to Singapore at the moment.

 

 

 
 

 

RACIAL TENSIONS

Singapore before the civil war has long promoted and stood with the policy of racial harmony and heavily condemned racial
discrimination as the past leaders saw the importance of minimising racial tensions and maintaining racial harmony in order
to ensure that the society is cohesive. This was especially important in the period of rising ethnic tensions during the mid-
21st century. But with the rise of nationalism and the eventual decade-long civil war between the Sectionalists and
Unionists, racial tensions are at an-all time high, particularly in areas formerly held by Sectionalists where their sectionalist
policies have left their greatest mark. There is not much racial tension in former Unionist-held areas due to them following
the traditional Singaporean policy of racial and religious harmony. But, a rise in racial tensions have been seen across
Singapore, especially on the border of former Unionists and former Sectionalists-held regions. Although the civil conflict is
over, radical militant movements have started gaining traction and the situation may escalate to far greater internal
instability than what it is now if nothing is done. Though riots have not happened, it seems to be only a matter of time
before the discontent from the respective races start one and it may be possibly similar to the scale of the 1964 riots which
occurred in Singapore before the civil war. This has political implications too. 
 
Due to rising racial tensions, it is inevitable that voters may have prejudices against candidates who are of different
ethnicities. With candidates being voted into offices, racial representation is therefore crucial to represent the respective
ethnicity, as well as their opinions on the various issues. Undeniably, past Sectionalist government actions, pertaining to
racial issues, have led to public uproar. For instance, there was massive public outcry due to the discontinuation of public
celebrations for racial occasions, like that of Chinese New Year and Hari Raya Puasa. Sectionalist government has also been
widely accused by the Unionists for the dilution of traditional beliefs and cultures. 
 
However, amidst the rising tensions, there are some who are trying to ease racial tensions, advocating and conducting
activities to help promote racial harmony.  If the current provincial legislature is to try and restore racial harmony in
Singapore, the road ahead of them would be a long and tough one to travel due to the stark difference in views between
Unionists and Sectionalists. Nonetheless, a compromise has to be made to restore complete peace and stability to Singapore
before the situation gets out of hand.

3:: All demographics in 2119, including racial and religious demographics, are relatively unchanged from 2019 unless otherwise stated. For example, if 76% of Singaporeans were Chinese in 2019, you may
assume that ~76% of the Singaporean population is Chinese in 2119.
4: “‘Communal Riots of 1964 | Infopedia,” Infopedia, accessed 6 July 2019. http://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/infopedia/articles/SIP_45_2005-01-06.html.
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Central Concepts
 

 

ECONOMIC POLICIES

As the civil war brought about the destruction of Singapore’s economy, the government will have to work towards rebuilding
it. An important concern to address is the philosophy and direction for the country’s economic policy. For example, is the
country going to pursue a policy of state-led development and what kind of economic system the country will have. It is
necessary to then determine the fiscal and monetary policies of Singapore as well as other relevant considerations like the
extent of wealth distribution. Most importantly, however, would be the determination of economic policies where it
concerns race. This would mean that delegates would have to come to terms with the economic disparities between the
races, as where it currently stands, there would be continued increase in the socioeconomic standing of the races.  
 
At the same time, infrastructure needs to be repaired after the war as currently the lack of infrastructure is a key factor
holding back the development of the country’s economy. This of course should be decided in conjunction with the general
direction of development that the government wishes to take. At the same time due to the nature of segregation in the
sectionalist held areas, some of these industries may also end up being dominated by only certain races. Competition and
relations with other countries will also form part of the economic deliberations of the government, especially considering its
lost of a regional hub status and the increased competition from the neighbouring states.While enacting policies to improve
the economy, the country needs to simultaneously deal with the social conditions after the war. 
 
The numerous wounded from the war required improved healthcare infrastructure; some whose education was disrupted
during the war no longer want to return to school, instead preferring to continue with their work; and the instability of the
war turned many away from having large families. These are just a few examples of the social issues which the government
has to keep in mind as they have implications: such as reducing the number of skilled workers that can sustain the economy.
Unemployment is also high in the country, with the lack of industries resulting in severe shortage of jobs, exacerbating the
social conditions of the country.
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 


